
Recycled sand is used in: 
- Low strength mortar 
- Flowable fill 

 
 
GRC may be using recycled sand for construction and maintenance 
projects.  Feasibility studies are being conducted by the P2 Committee.    
 
In local foundries, sand is used to make molds for engine parts.  About 92% 
of it gets reused, but after a certain amount of reuse, it loses the qualities 
needed.  This spent sand is taken by a manufacturer to blend with other 
materials to make low strength mortar and flowable fill.  Low strength 
mortar is used to support structures that aren’t too heavy, such as pipes 
underground (pipe bedding).  Flowable fill is used for higher strength jobs, such 
as fill for bridge abutments. 
  
 

 
http://www.foundryrecycling.org/ohio779901.html 
 
Recycled foundry sand has been successfully utilized in Ohio highway 
construction projects, most notably in 1999, when over 108,000 tons were utilized 
in two separate road base and embankment projects with the Ohio Turnpike 
Commission.  In northeast Ohio, numerous examples exist of foundry sand being 
used for structural fill in commercial developments.  Ohio is one of the few states 
that permit certain foundry sands to be used as components in manufactured 
topsoils for landscaping.  Ohio State University has conducted a number of soils 
research projects. These studies evaluated the safe use of certain foundry sands 
as soil blending components. (from:  http://www.foundryrecycling.org/ohiomain.html) 
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